
Episode 1: Can the internet answer ALL my questions?

Guests:

Rev. Jonah Overton

Rev. Jonah P. Overton (they/them) is a queer community organizer, and the lead pastor and 

planter of Zao MKE Church. Zao started in their living room before it grew into a local theater -

- and now resides in a historic church building on the East Side of Milwaukee.

Jonah loves being part of a church that is being recreated and reimagined by people who 

were historically denied access to traditional Christian leadership. Their favorite thing about 

Zao MKE Church is experiencing what church looks like when those of us who were left out get 

to be in charge. 

Jonah is extremely passionate about the Bible and reclaiming Christian scriptures for 

liberation and for the Kingdom. They are so passionate that they started two podcasts: Jonah 

& the Peacock and Christian Queeries. In Jonah & the Peacock, Jonah interviews others about 

their relationship to faith and scripture, retelling the texts through a more inclusive and 

trauma-informed lens. 

Rev. Rachel Gilmore, UMC Elder

Co-author of Followers Under 40: The journey away from church for Millennials, Gen Z, 
and Gen Alpha
Director of New and Vital Faith in the Desert Southwest Conference of the UMC
Experienced Coach, Lead Pastor and Church Planter with a demonstrated history of 
working in the religious institutions and non-profit industry. Skilled in Theology, Nonprofit 
Organizations, Biblical Studies, Education, and Leadership. Strong community and social 
services professional with a Master's degree focused in Divinity/Ministry from Duke 
Divinity School. 

Episode 2: Is the truth out there?

Guests:

Rev. Mike Whang, UMC Elder

Founder of Oikon Studios (digital and physical liturgies for spiritual formation)

www.oikonstudios.org

Rev. Nathan Webb, UMC Elder

https://www.zaomke.org/podcasts
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http://www.oikonstudios.org/
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Planter of Checkpoint Church - the church for nerds, geeks, and gamers

Which entails the following:

Pixel Pilgrimage, spiritual journeys into video games
Nerdy Sermons, video essays exploring the intersection of faith and fandom
CheckBox, a quarterly subscription box expressly for embodying community across the 
global reach of Checkpoint
Pixel & Pulpit, a Substack focused on my learnings in digital and nerdy ministry
The Digital Missional Network, a supportive community hub for digital ministers to share 
ideas and have check ins
Author of, God and the Machine, which covers the relationship between God and 
technology in an age of AI, providing a framework for wise discernment for local churches 
and laity 

Rev. Phil Dieke, UMC Deacon

After serving in local churches for more than sixteen years he joined the staff at Austin 

Seminary to oversee the execution of grants supporting The 787 Collective and Houses of 

Hope. Phil earned a Master of Theological Studies from Perkins School of Theology at 

Southern Methodist University and a Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies at Missouri State 

University. He currently serves as an executive member on the Board of Directors at Texas 

Impact and as the Chair for the Board of Church and Society in the Horizon Texas Conference 

of the United Methodist Church. You can find him on social media (@phildieke) and as a 

podcast co-host for Radical Sacred.

Episode 3: Why is it easier to make friends online?

Guests: 

Rev. Jonah Overton

Rev. Jonah P. Overton (they/them) is a queer community organizer, and the lead pastor and 

planter of Zao MKE Church. Zao started in their living room before it grew into a local theater -

- and now resides in a historic church building on the East Side of Milwaukee.

Jonah loves being part of a church that is being recreated and reimagined by people who 

were historically denied access to traditional Christian leadership. Their favorite thing about 

Zao MKE Church is experiencing what church looks like when those of us who were left out get 

to be in charge. 

Jonah is extremely passionate about the Bible and reclaiming Christian scriptures for 

liberation and for the Kingdom. They are so passionate that they started two podcasts: Jonah 
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& the Peacock and Christian Queeries. In Jonah & the Peacock, Jonah interviews others about 

their relationship to faith and scripture, retelling the texts through a more inclusive and 

trauma-informed lens. 

Rev. Nathan Webb, UMC Elder

Planter of Checkpoint Church - the church for nerds, geeks, and gamers

Which entails the following:

Pixel Pilgrimage, spiritual journeys into video games
Nerdy Sermons, video essays exploring the intersection of faith and fandom
CheckBox, a quarterly subscription box expressly for embodying community across the 
global reach of Checkpoint
Pixel & Pulpit, a Substack focused on my learnings in digital and nerdy ministry
The Digital Missional Network, a supportive community hub for digital ministers to share 
ideas and have check ins
Author of, God and the Machine, which covers the relationship between God and 
technology in an age of AI, providing a framework for wise discernment for local churches 
and laity 

Episode 4: What is the future of faith?

Guests:

Rev. Rachel Gilmore, UMC Elder

Co-author of Followers Under 40: The journey away from church for Millennials, Gen Z, 
and Gen Alpha
Director of New and Vital Faith in the Desert Southwest Conference of the UMC
Experienced Coach, Lead Pastor and Church Planter with a demonstrated history of 
working in the religious institutions and non-profit industry. Skilled in Theology, Nonprofit 
Organizations, Biblical Studies, Education, and Leadership. Strong community and social 
services professional with a Master's degree focused in Divinity/Ministry from Duke 
Divinity School. 

Dr. Tamice Spencer-Helms

Creative Director & Host:  Black Modern Mystic

Curator: The Clearing (hybrid online and local in person hush harbors) & Black Science Labs 

(research and retreats around post christian formation and faith reconstruction.

Public & Pastoral Theologian: Substack & Everytable

Black Modern Mystic
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Black Modern Mystic | Theology For Spiritual Fugitives

Explore Black faith, liberation theology, and social transformation through immersive 

storytelling and community engagement. Join us in inspiring change and spiritual growth.

Black Modern Mystic

The Clearing — Black Modern Mystic

A post-Christian podcast community doing digital hush harbor praxis. Each gathering 

explores culture as sacred text, resurrection as a way of life, and a rule of love grounded in 

truth, justice, and liberation.

Black Modern Mystic

Reseach + Development — Black Modern Mystic

Through guided exploration, alternative ways of knowing, communal reflection, and creative 

spiritual practice, Black Modern Mystic helps participants tap into the deeper intelligence 

required to build the future we long for. This is not just learning—it is liberation in motion, 

fueled by imagination

blackmodernmystic.substack.com

Black Modern Mystic | Substack

Black Modern Mystic is a public-facing scholarly and creative project that explores where 

scholarship, social transformation, and spirituality meet through a Black queer liberation 

lens.
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